
Minicourses at Madison Library - Organized by the Friends 

Madison Library - Winter 2021 by Barbara Tomlinson 

Exhibition catalogue:  Impressionists in Winter: Phillips collection, Washington, September 
1998 (Many of these paintings are in private collections) 

Paintings:  Monet, the Magpie, Musee d’Orsay;  The Breakup of Ice, private collections; Frost, 
private collection; Stack of Wheat (snow effect), Art institute of Chicago 

Pissarro, Versailles Road at Louveciennes, Walters art Gallery Baltimore; Snow at 
Louveciennes, Art Institute of Chicago;  

This talk will discuss the painting, the doctor and the extraordinary times in which they lived! 
Sisley, Snow at Louveciennes (Woman with umbrella) Phillips gallery;  

Caillebotte, View of rooftops (snow), Musee d’Orsay; Boulevard Haussmann, snow, private 
collection 

Program Going Forward:   

Feb. 9  A Tale of Two Women Painters: Sofonisba Anguissola and Lavinia Fontana.  In the 
16th Century women were not supposed to be painters.  These two women were.  One you may 
admire and one you may, like me, love.   

First half of  “Titian’s Poesie”  Titian was the 16th centuries most celebrated painter.  Emperor 
Philip II commissioned him to do a series of large paintings on mythological subjects that would 
demonstrate that painting was as high an intellectual activity as the writing of poetry.  It was an 
amazing feat that London’s National Gallery was able to bring all these paintings together in one 
place!  Then the pandemic struck,  

Feb. 16  Second half of Titian 

Rembrandt/Velazquez. For 80 years Spain and the Netherlands were at war.  The two countries 
would seem to have nothing in common.  And yet they each produced one of the 17th Century’s 
greatest painters who, it turns out, had much in common.  This exhibition, for the first time, put 
these two artists side by side. 

Feb. 23  One of John Singer Sargent’s most amazing portraits is of the world’s first 
gynecologist, Doctor Samuel Pozzi. This session will discuss the painting, the Doctor and the 
extraordinary time in which they lived. 

New Jersey Woman makes good!  Our final session will end with a discussion of Bisa Butler’s 
quilts.  An exhibition at the Chicago Art Institute that was shut down for the pandemic.  These 
quilts are like no quilts you have ever seen!


